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On the Feast of St Ignatius 2026 
 
Dear companions in the Lord, 
 
as I recently revisited the Deliberations of the First Fathers of 1539, I was struck once again by 
how relevant Ignatius and his experience with his first companions remain, and how apt they 
are for what we strive to live out both in our major decisions and in our more everyday affairs. 
 
“French, Spanish, Savoyards, Basques” – in our current CJ reality, we can clearly expand this 
circle to include many more cultures and contexts. Not to mention how many different 
personalities, perspectives, opinions and sensibilities there can be within one and the same 
culture, province and community! 
 
How, then, is genuine, sustaining unity possible? That which Ignatius so often urges as the 
“union of minds and hearts”?  
 
It is this union of minds and hearts from which we, as the Congregatio Jesu, have drawn our life 
for centuries and by which we define ourselves, yet which will always remain the goal to be 
strived for. It is this union that already binds us deeply and, where it is experienced, fills us with 
joy and gratitude, yet it is fragile and must be won anew, regained, preserved and nurtured 
time and again.  
 
Ignatius points to the ‘single and common purpose and will’ to orient ourselves entirely towards 
the search for God’s will. It requires a common will, which is only possible if each individual 
consciously and consistently chooses to set aside the priority of their own will and to create 
space within themselves for compromise and transformation. It requires a willingness to 
question personal goals in the spirit of the Magis in the search for God’s will. It requires a shared 
perspective in which we can meet and realign ourselves, even when our starting points differ. 

“… and because some of us were French, 
others Spanish, others Savoyards, others 
Basques, we were divided in our views and 
opinions. Yet there was a single, common 
purpose and will for all of us, namely to seek 
God’s pleasing and perfect will in accordance 
with the aim of our vocation …” 
 
From: Deliberations of the first fathers, 1539 
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Let us renew within ourselves this conscious decision and active willingness to look beyond 
ourselves, to keep our eyes firmly fixed on the common goal for which we seek God’s 
confirmation, and to place it above all else!  
 
Ignatius and his companions also experienced that this is not always easy in practice; that 
despite the best of intentions, tensions between different insights and convictions can remain, 
which cannot be so easily classified as ‘right’ or ‘wrong’, and which often make a common 
decision difficult. 
 
In decisive moments, however, as Ignatius discovered, and as we too have experienced time 
and again throughout our history, the Spirit of God grants clarity and makes agreement 
possible. 
 
Our merger into one congregation is an outstanding example of how the Spirit of God works 
and creates unity and life. These are moments of grace in which we experience deeply that it is 
not we who are the true protagonists, but the Holy Spirit, and these are the experiences from 
which we draw strength and which give us the ability and confidence to continue on the path 
of shared seeking and discernment. 
 
The ‘minor’ questions and points of discussion in which we sometimes get bogged down in 
everyday life can, in the light of the great experiences of the Spirit’s unity-creating work, be 
placed in a new dimension and context, without detracting from their due significance. We then 
also experience that a fundamental harmony in the Spirit of God creates space for diversity, 
and we may trust that we will be shown time and again how to strike the right balance between 
unity in the Spirit and freedom for diversity – anew every day. 
 
Let us ask the Holy Spirit to make us receptive – to the moments of great clarity that He grants 
us, and to the many small nuances that find their place within the larger contours - each of us 
in our personal lives and together as the whole CJ. 
 
I wish you a blessed feast day and send you all my warmest regards  
 
 

                                                             
 

 


